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ABSTRACT/RESUME

The disproportionate incarceration of Native women in correctional institu-
tions and the seriousness of offences for which they are incarcerated re-
quire explanation. One explanation lies with the effects of colonization and
assimilation on traditional life styles, resulting in role loss for Native males
and the subsequent victimization of women. This explanation recognizes
the relationship between victimization and possible future criminality.

Le nombre disproportionné d'incarcerations de femmes autochtones dans
les institutions correctionnelles canadiennes, et la gravité des délits pour
lesquels elles sont incarcérées exige une explication. On peut fournir cette
explication en analysant les effets que la colonisation et I'assimilation ont
sur les modes de vie traditionnels, ayant pour résultat la perte de leur réle
pour les hommes autochtones et la victimisation consecutive des femmes.
A la base de cette explication il faut reconnaitre le lien entre la victimisation
et une éventuelle criminalité a venir.
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Introduction

There have been few attempts to describe the involvement of Native
women as offenders in the criminal justice system. 1 The absence of in-
tegrated theoretical explanations and comprehensive data in Native justice
in general, in part explains this omission and suggests the need for further
research and study. This paper, although exploratory in nature and based
on preliminary data, is presented in order to provide some directions for fu-
ture work in the area of Native women and crime.

A previous paper on Native women provides some select socio-
demographic and criminal justice data (LaPralrie, 1984a). These data
demonstrated that Native women, like Native men, are overrepresented as
offenders in federal and provincial institutions. However, they are incar-
cerated at both levels for more violent offences than are non-Native women
or Native men. The socio-economic data are equally revealing. Examina-
tion of employment rates, single-parent status, causes of death and suicide
rates, show Native women to be among the most severely disadvantaged
of all groups in Canadian society. This disadvantaged position is explained
in part by the fact that Native women were discriminated against in legisla-
tion until 1985, namely the Indian Act, section 12(1)(b), which determined
their rights and legal status according to standards which discriminated on
the basis of sex (Jamieson, 1978).

A second paper on the issue of Native women and crime is a prelimi-
nary attempt to provide a theoretical explanation for the previous findings
(LaPrairie, 1984b). Colonization is presented as an overarching concept
within which underdevelopment Isviewed as creating and maintaining In-
dian people in Canada as an economic and social underclass. However,
while these explanations may be valid in accounting for broad processes at
work in shaping social, political and economic relations between minority
and majority groups, wide theoretical gaps remain. The following discus-
sion attempts to fill some of those gaps and in doing so draws upon studies
in political economy, sociology, anthropology and social psychology.

This paper examines the involvement of Native women in the criminal
justice system as an outcome of colonization and underdevelopment.
These structural processes have threatened, and continue to threaten, the
traditional way of life for Indian people. Where Native traditions have been
eroded or eradicated, traditional roles and status, particularly for Indian
males, have been lost. Traditional male roles are more disparate in non-Na-
tive society than female roles, which suggests that the effects of role loss
are particularly pronounced for this group. As such, role loss at the struc-
tural level has meant the breakdown of traditional values and practices and
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has resulted in social disorganization in many Indian communities. At the
interactive level, it has contributed to the erosion of the family unit and has
generated hostility and aggression among family members.

It is within this context that the victimization of women is considered
here with victimization emphasized as a causal factor in subsequent Native
female criminality. In this paper, both structural and interactive processes
are presented in order to more adequately analyse the phenomenon of Na-
tive female criminality.

Native Women as Offenders

The most obvious problem of Native people in conflict with the law is
"disproportion”, ie., significantly more Native people are involved as of-
fenders in the criminal justice system than would be predicted from general
population ratios. For example, Native people comprise approximately 2-
3% of the Canadian population and yet account for 8-9% of the federal cor-
rectional male population and a much higher percentage of provincial
institutional populations.

Native women comprise anywhere from 20-30% of the inmate popula-
tion of the Kingston Prison for Women and much higher percentages in
provincial correctional facilities, particularly in the western provinces. The
types of offences for which they are incarcerated differ from those of the
non-Native female inmate populations, and in some situations, from those
of Native men. Bienvenue and Latif, examining data in Winnipeg in 1974,
found that Native women committed twice the number of offences against
the person as their male counterparts. Recent data also reveal that Native
women are being incarcerated for more serious offences against the per-
son than are non-Native women (LaPrairie, 1984a:261).

Figures for 1982 reveal that inthe Federal Prison for Women, 70% of the
Native inmate population are incarcerated for violent offences, i.e., murder,
attempted murder, wounding, assault and manslaughter, as compared to
32% for non-Native women. At the provincial levels, 28% of the Native in-
mates are incarcerated for violent offences as compared to 7.3% of the non-
Native population (LaPrairie, 1984b).

Native women are also more likely to be arrested for default of fines than
non-Native women, which may be a result of their low economic status and
thus their inability to pay fines. There is also a greater propensity for Native
women to be involved in alcohol-related crime. One study found the num-
ber of alcohol- related offences for Native women to be twice that of the Na-
tive men (LaPrairie, 1984b).

Various authors have noted what appears to be the risk of Native women
to criminal justice processing by examining the frequency of contact with
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thesystemandtheage atwhichtherelsinitialinvolvementWhilecompara-
tivedataare lacking, itwould nonethelessappearthat Nativewomen have
morefrequentcontactwiththe criminaljustice systemand at an earlierage
thando non-Nativewomen.

Native Women as Victims

While research Isvery limited, recent exploratory work in the area of Na-
tive crime victims suggested that there is high incidence of family violence,
sexual assault and incest in many Native communities (Canadian Council
on Social Development (CCSD) 1984:7). This study suggested that family
violence occurs within the extended family structure, affecting even the
young and old. Sexual assaults appearto occur with an individual assailant
and with a number of assailants, as in gang rapes. The Native Counselling
Service of Alberta (NCSA), in a submission to the Federal Provincial Task
Force on Victims of Crime, asserted the need for services to victims of fami-
ly violence and other family related offences because:

In most Native communities, the interelationships between
families are very dose: the total population is small and the
number of children in each family tends to be large. As a result,
a great many crimes involve family members of either victims
or offenders (1982:18).

Recent news coverage of problems identified on some Northern On-
tario reserves support the findings of CCSD and NCSA. However, the
propositions put forward in this kind of coverage require more systematic
and verifiable research. Nonetheless, one such source suggests that:

Drunken gang rapes, incest and other sexual abuses are com-
monplace in Northern Ontario reserves (Vancouver Sun, Oc-
tober 31, 1983).

Priscilla Simard, Program Director for the Ontario Native Womens As-
sociation in Thunder Bay, says sexual abuse isjust one symptom in a mixed
bag of problems troubling isolated reserves (Vancouver Sun, October 31,
1983). Moreover a probation officerwho has lived on the reserve all her life
stated that gang rapes happen almost every weekend at Grassy Narrows,
a 580 member reserve 80 kilometers north of Kenora, Ontario (Winnipeg
Free Press, September 23, 1983).

In an interesting commentary on the relationship between victimization
and criminality, Edith McLeod, who operates a home for Native women
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prisoners in Thunder Bay, notes that almost all the female prisoners she
deals with have been sexually abused (The Gazette, November 12, 1983).

While there is emerging evidenceabout the relationship betweensexual
and other types of abuse and subsequentdeviance, the situation for Native
women as offenders has not been systematically explored. It is essential,
however, that the possible link between victimization and criminality is
recognized. In the following section, some of the literature in this area is
identified.

The Victimization-Criminality Relationship

The deprived social and economic position of Native people in Canadian
society pushes one in certain directions in terms of understanding both vic-
timizationand criminality. As Clark suggests, "problemssuch as damaged
resource bases, high ratesof unemployment, alcoholabuse and inadequate
medical, housing and educational facilities all have direct implications for
criminal activity" (1985:3). These problems have major implicationsfor vic-
timization.

There isto date only limited scientific verification of the link betweenvic-
timizationand subsequent criminality. However, one areawhere attempts
have been made to explain some criminal behaviors in terms of victimiza-
tion is that of family violence. The belief that "violence breeds violence" is
supported in literature on battered children which suggests that emotional
or physical maltreatmentduring childhood isa common experience of child
abusing parents and other violent offenders (Proceedings of the Senate of
Canada, 1978). Similarly, a correlation betweenchild abuse and neglectand
juvenile delinquency was revealed in one study where family discord and
punitiveness were associated with anti-social behaviorin children (Haeuser
and Daniel, 1977). A generational approach to analyzing various forms of
familyviolence, notably child abuse and wife battery, suggeststhat abusive
adults often experienced abuse themselves as children (Steinmetz, 1977,
Roy, 1977).

Arecentliterature reviewon the linkage between child sexual abuse and
later delinquent or criminal behavior revealed the following: Griffiths and
Nance (1980) found severe physical and sexual abuse in backgrounds of
residents of a treatment setting for severely delinquentyouth; Kelley (1978)
found that of 117 youths adjudicated as status offenders in one year in one
county, 96% had experienced one or more of: social/physical/emotional
abuse or severe parental drug or alcohol addiction; and Lewis et al. found
intheir study in 1979, that boys incarcerated for violent sex offences had the
same background experiencesas those incarcerated for violent non-sexual
offences: both groups were said to have exhibited violent anti-social be-
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havior since childhood, approximately 75% of both groups had experienced
physical abuse, and 77% had viewed physical abuse of their mothers (Min-
Istry of the Attorney General, B.C., 1984).

Although the research cited above does not specifically address the
situation of Native female offenders, it does suggest the importance of un-
derstanding the context in which some forms of criminal behaviour occur.
Clearly the cumulative weight of evidence suggests that violent and abusive
environments may have a traumatic and damaging effect on people's lives
and that family violence, in particular, has a profound effect on victims. This
connection is especially important for understanding what appears to be a
disproportionately high level of interpersonal violence in some Native com-
munities, and requires further explanation.

One such explanation lies with the loss of traditional values and roles.
The breakdown of traditional values resulting from social and economic
erosion of the Indian way of life has created for many Indian people, a loss
of power and status not only in relation to the dominant society but within
Indian society as well. This loss produces both social disorganization and
interpersonal tension. What this suggests is the need to more systematical-
ly explore the political, economic and social processes that account for the
breakdown of traditional values and roles and lead to feelings of powerless-
ness and alienation, and result in vio/ence and aggression. The processes
which produce social disorganization and interpersonal tensions are
presented in this paper as a possible model for future research.

Colonization and Underdevelopment

Frideres (1974), and more recently Kellough (1980), maintain that
government policies in Canada toward Indian people reflect the colonial
model of settlement. Frideres (1974) describes the various components of
the colonial process in accounting for Indian-White relations in Canada as:
the taking over of a geographic area by one group, external political control
of that group, economic dependence and substandard social servicing; the
institutionalization of racism and the establishment of a colour line.

The emergence of the Indian reserve system and the underdevelopment
of reserves has created a social structure which produces a "culture" of
poverty for Native people in Canada. At the root of confining Indian people
to reserves and the lack of attention to economic development of lands
reserved for Indians, was the belief in the inferiority of the group of people
and the presumption that "Indian problems would vanish if only they could
be made to adopt white values and beliefs" (Kellough, 1980:635). The ac-
ceptance of the inferiority of Indians and the justification for removal of these
lands are explained by Manuel:
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seizure of Indian lands and the banishmentof the conquered
to reservescould be justified by an ideologythat saw Natives
as savage and uncivilized. If they were subhuman, then their
liveswere notasvaluableas Europeanlivesand theirproperty
need not be valued in the same way (Manuel in Kellough:
1980:359).

Not only were Natives perceived as uncivilized and savage by the
colonizersbut thejustificationfor colonizationwas as Kelloughnotes: "that
indigenouspeopleweretechnicallyinferiorand, therefore,did not deserve
the land becausethey were incapableof developingit and exploitingits
resources"(1980:360).

Thetechnicalinferioritythat was ascribedto Native peopleand follow-
ingfromthat,the disregardfortheirtraditionallifeand traditionaleconomies
wasendemicto the colonizationprocess.Puxley(1977:108)notes"thatthe
attitudesof the colonialistto the colonizedcan bestbe appreciatedas the
attitude of a property ownerto his property. Such colonial assumptions
preventthe colonialistfrom acceptingany movetowardrealautonomyon
the part of the colonized". Becausea belief in assimilation (as ultimately
being in the best interests of Indian people) was the "central pillar to
Canadian Indian policy" (Ponting and Gibbons, 1980:17), Indian people
were encouraged to abandon traditional activities such as hunting (a
primaryform of sustenance)for the prevalentdominanteconomicactivities
oftheday - trappingand barter(Valentine,1980:72).Not only did this shift
setin motiona seriesof powerchangesin relationsamongvarioustribal or
linguisticgroups but it fundamentallyalteredthe relianceof Indian people
on traditionaleconomicactivities.Valentinecommentson the outcome of
these practices:

Nativepeoplewere incorporatedinto a commercialsystemas
primaryproducerson a family basis, not unlikethe cottagein-
dustriesof old Scotland.They becameincreasinglydependent
on trade goods and the foreign-ownedcompaniesfor tools,
clothing, food and so on. Land use patternswere changed
alongwithlife-goalaspirationsand expectations Familieswere
inducedto seekwork in the new "growth centres"or trading
postsettlements.Culturalco-existencevastolerated,but only
insofar as it did not interfere with commercial interests
(1980:73).
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The emphasisuponthe dominanteconomyand the use of Native peoples
withinthenewly-createdabourmarketwasessential,as Valentinesuggests,
for the colonizersto seize a materialand economicfoothold In the new
world:

Inthe process,however,exploitativeforceswerereleasedthat
diminished native social, economic, political and cultural
strength,allowingthe relegationof nativesocietyto an inferior
statusand the use by white societyof what may be regarded
asthe moredeliberateand comprehensivestrategyof domina-
tion (Valentine,'1980:74).

Butthe dominationofthe externaleconomydid not havethe ultimateeffect
of bringing Indianpeopleintothe mainstreameconomiclife of the country.
Severeand chronic unemploymentand underemploymentave become
prime characteristicsof Indian life in Canada. Nelms, in documentingthe
economicchangesin one area of NorthernBritish Columbia, providesan
explanationforthe exclusionofindianpeoplefromthedominanteconomy:

Theincreasedeconomicactivitymeansverylittleto the Indians
in terms of economic benefits. Many of the new job oppor-
tunities demand an educationallevel beyond that of the Mill
Creak Indians,and manyjobs require special skills and work
experiencethattheydo not have,and cannoteasilyacquire.

It is true that there are numerousjobs availablefor unskilled
labourers,but itis alsotrue thatthe recentsurge of economic
activityhas attractedlarge numbersof workers, mostly white,
to move to the north in search of work. By and large, these
workersare betterequippedto competeforthe availablejobs
than arethe Indians.

Inrecentyears,the unionshavealsomovedintothe North,and
manycompanieswillhaveonlyunionmembers.Tojoinaunion,
itmaybe necessaryto moveto anotherdistrict,and the expen-
ses of movingas wellas the intitialunion dues, are prohibitive
to the Indians.

Finally,eventhoughan Indianmay be hired by a company,the
locationofthejobs may requirehimto leavehisfamilyforlong
periodsoftime.Worriesconnectedwith beingawayfrom home
may eventuallyinducethe manto quit hisjob (Nelms, '1973:35-
36).
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The exclusionof Indianmalesfromthe dominanteconomywas notac-
cidental.The administrationof Indiansand the affairsof Indians,where "as-
similation” and "protection” were the operating principles (Kellough,
1980:346),reducedtheabilityof Indianpeopleto controltheirown livesand
perpetuateda cycleofdependencyupon governmentstructures.ltis illogi-
calto expectthatthisdependencywould allowa smoothtransitionintothe
capitalistwork-place.In reality, what it did bring aboutwas the inability of
Indianpeopleto functionin eithersystem.

The Demise of TraditionalEconomiesand Male Roles

Kellough (1980:343)describesthe history of Canadianindiansas oc-
curringintwo phases.Thefirst,the earlyhistoricalperiod,wascharacterized
by autonomyand control by Indiansoverthe social, economic,and politi-
cal aspects of their lives. In the second phase, Indian people lost their
autonomyand took on the characteristicsof a colonizedpeople. Through-
out the latter phase, Indian lands sufferedunderdevelopmenthroughthe
allocationof poor farm land, the expropriationof fertile reservelands and
the exploitationof traditionalactivitiessuch as rice-harvestingand natural
resources by metropolitanintersts (Kellough, 1980:351). Traditional ac-
tivitieswere alsoeroded as the result of governmentpolicieswhich forced
relocationof reservesto make servicesmore accessible.Pollution of fish-
ingwatersand forestsin hunting lands also spelledthe demiseof tradition-
al activitesin some areas.

In examiningthe impact of the erosionof traditionaleconomieson the
social fabric of Indian life, the strength of which was, as Kellough notes,
"achievedthroughworking on a communal basis" (1980:357), Usherdis-
cussesthe universalintroductionof industrialwage employment:

...(it) inevitablytolls the demise of the traditionalmode of the
productionand itisthenthat hunting, fishingand gatheringwill
soon become leisure activitiesor ethnic legacies, ratherthan
integraleconomicactivities.Once that transformationhas oc-
curred,thetraditionalcultureand valueswill probablylosetheir
meaningin due course.[Thesechanges]will occurin the basic
institutionsand values of the society, not leastof which is the
family (1981:11).

Withinthe traditionaleconomythe householdwasthe basic unit of produc-
tion and consumption(i.e.,the domesticmode of production),familiesco-
residedat times around certainactivitiessuch as hunting and fishing, and
extendedfamily life was of greatimportance.Men and women maintained
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distinctrolesand skills essentialto the survivalof the family unit and to the
domesticmodeofproduction.Formen, strength,agilityand skill Inthe bush
werethe essentialsof life, and forwomen,the making of clothingand the
preparationof food. The division of labour was primarily sexual (Usher,
1980:5).

Indescribingthe valuesthatweredominantin traditionalsocietiesand
which were expressedin the egalitariandistributionof goods in the tradi-
tionaldomesticand exchangesectorsof Nativeeconomy,Usherldentifies
"family solldarity, a sense of place and community, stability, tradition,
egalitarianism,co-operation,non-assertivenessnd conflictavoldance"as
the overridingcharacteristicsof life. However,he suggeststhat:

wherethe nativeeconomyhas beenweakened,the familysuf-
fers as an institution. In these situations,there is an alarming
degreeof alcoholand drug abuse,violentdeaths, pettycrime,
child neglectand familybreakdown(1980:8).

VanBibber(1984:5)claimsthatwiththe lossoftraditionaleconomicac-
tivity has comethe loss of the traditionalmalerole as provlderand protec-
tor. Nelmsdescribesthe outcomeofthis rolelossintermsof contemporary
societyin one Nativecommunity:

In 1949they (thelndians)wereindependentproducersbut now
they mustcompeteforjobs withinthe contextof the broader
economicsystemor otherwiselookto the broadersocietyfor
socialassistance.Roughlyspeaking,menearntheformerwhile
womenobtainthe latter. A man'swork outsidethe village may
be for lengthy periods, but almost invariably ties to his
household and village prompt him to terminate his employ-
ment. For this reason, men's work is not year-roundand his
contributiontothehouseholdeconomyis sporadic.Awoman's
contribution,composedmainlyof socialassistance,is smaller
but much more stableasitcanbecountedonto continueyear-
round.

One apparentresultis that, to a large extent,women control
the householdeconomy. With the assurance of social assis-
tancewomenarefairlyindependentanddo notrequirethe sup-
portofa man (1973:43).

Thereis someevidencethatthe processof malerolelosswas also ex-
acerbatedby the introductionof the resldentialschool systemin Canada,
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which interrupted family life and attemptedto socialize children toward
dominantculturenormsand values (VanBibber,1985).The beliefthatallthe
Indians'problemswould vanish if only they could be madeto adoptwhite
valuesand beliefs (Kellough, 1980:361)was at the root of assimilationand
justified the creation of the residentialschools. Residentialschoolswere
seen as away of accelerating the assimilation process by taking Indian youth
away from their homes and communities in order to re-socialize them more
quickly. Thus, contact with parents was minimized and youth were enrolled
in the schools, "the teachers acknowledged neither Indian language nor cul-
ture...Whateverthe issue,the placementofa school,the amountof school
holidays,the needsofthe children,the opinionsof Indianparentsweredis-
counted" (Kellough:1980:363).

The failure of the residential schools to assimilate Indians into the
dominant culture did not mean that children remained untouched by the re-
socialization process. In fact, Cardinal claims that residential schools were
actuallydestructivebecausethey:

alienatedthe child from his own family,theyalienatedhim from
his own way of life withoutin any way preparing him for a dif-
ferent society; they alienated the child from his own religion and
turned his head resolutely against the conforming substitute the
missionariesoffered (1969:54).

Theinstructionalprogramsofferedin residentialschoolsweredesigned
to teach European knowledge, skills and behaviours (MacLean, 1978:241).
For female students, the effects of these programs were probably less
destructivethan they werefor malesas the disparityin male roles between
the traditional and the European lifestyles was greater than that for females.
Boys not only lost their male role models by being removed from their
familiesatany earlyage, butwerealsotaughtskillsthatwere not particular-
ly useful,for example,farmingskillswith limited farming potentialon reser-
ves, while the girls were taught skills of homemaking, which were acceptable
in both societies.Thus, inthe communalsocietywomenretainedwhile men
losttheirtraditionalrolesand were subjectedto induceddependencyand
welfare.The ultimateeffectof these attemptsat assimilationwasto create
unequalpowerrelationsbetweenindianmenandwomen.VanBibber(1985)
suggeststhat residential schoolswere, for many, the beginning of male-
femalealienation.

An explanationfor this alienationlies in the propositionthat role loss
was produced through the demise of traditional activities and the attempts
at assimilation in residential schools. The contemporarysituation, as
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reflected in social disorganization and interpersonal tensions, isadirect out-
come of role loss and role conflict.

Role Conflict and the Effects of Role Loss

Inaccounting for the process that led to high rates of interpersonal con-
flict in some Indian communities, the social psychology literature provides
a useful framework within which to describe role conflict and, subsequently,
the effects of role loss.

The distinctive perspective of social psychology is interactional. As Net-
tler (1984:253) explains, social psychology "Isthe study of human behaviour
based on the assumption that significant portions of conduct are the result,
directly or indirectly, of what other human beings have done to us and for
us". Bachrnan and Secord (1966:267), in accounting for difficulties in human
relations, state that "these (difficulties) are not necessarily due to deficien-
cies within the individual, but may arise because of historically developed
defects within the system of relations that structures the interaction of group
members".

For many Indian males, the loss of traditional roles, and in some cases,
the loss of male role models and Indian identity, resulted in role conflict. Role
conflict results from the fact that male sex role socialization in virtually all
societies teaches men that powerlessness and vulnerability are unaccep-
table feelings and behaviours (Dutton, 1984:5), but as Kellough suggests,
"the enforced socialization of a colonized people to a foreign culture, is that
it ultimately has the effect of socializing, not for equality, but for depend-
ence" (1980:365). Thus, the disparity between the desired roles and the
available or achievable roles may be so great that roles are in conflict.

Strain in a social role provides tension, anxiety, and frustration. Role
conflicts are generally stressful, producing tension and dissatisfaction.
Some principle types of psychological reaction to tension and frustration
are aggression, withdrawal or accommodative behaviour (Wardell,
1966:329). Aggressive patterns may emerge where the strain is most severe
and may be manifested in a variety of ways:

Aggression may be expressed in overt behaviour or verbally. It
may be directed at the source of frustration or at a substitute
target. The substitute target may bear a symbolic relationship
to the source of frustration, or it may simply serve as a con-
venient scapegoat on which to displace aggression. If no
scapegoat is available aggression may be directed toward the
members of one's own group (Wardell, 1966:331).
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The satisfaction of power needs, denied in the larger societythrough
work and othermale-orientedactivities,may be found in exercisingcontrol
over others. In explainingfamily violence, Chief Alice Cook of the Grand
RapidsiIndian Band statesthat:

Men can't make enough money hunting, trapping and fishing
to keep their families. They can't play their traditionalrole as
providerand they sit around in small, crowded houses (Free
Press, October8, 1984).

Inaccountingforthe frequencyof rape on somereserves,itwas noted
in briefsto the OntarioLegislativeSocial DevelopmentCommitteestudying
family violence innorthwestern Ontario that "[men] have lost their sense of
purposein their community...Nativemen feel uselessand impotent".The
chiefof onereservestatedthat "The maleshaveso littlewherethey can ex-
ercise any control, so they sexuallyaggressagainstsomeonewho can't
defend herself' (Globeand Mail, September23, 1983).

Both Robertson(1970)and Kellough(1980)discussthe relationshipbe-
tweenthe oppressionof Indianpeopleasa group and subsequentviolence
and self-abuse.Robertsonnotesthat traditionalindian societywas highly
disciplined,decorousand circumscribed,and politenessand respectwere
to be shown at all times. Butwhen threatenedby an overwhelmingforeign
forcethe

internal tensions become explosive,and alcohol provided a
release by destroying inhibitions...Intoxicatedan Indian's
repressedhatescometo the surfaceand are expressedphysi-
callyandverbally.He hitsoutat hiswife, hischildren,hisfriends.
Thisviolence,likethe drinkingitself,is stronglysuicidal,and the
victimsare those personsnearestto the drunk man. He is hit-
ting, indirectly,at himself(1979:283).

Other observers of the high levels of violence in some Indian com-
munitieshave suggestedthat internalizedoppressionand alienationcause
peopleto turn to violence, directed towardsthemselves,those with less
powerand control (namely,the elderly, women, and children) and other
familyand communitymembers.Expressionsof angerand suppressedfury
may be manifestedin self-mutilation,suicide,assaultsand murders.

For Nativewomen in particular,who may be the mostfrequenttargets
fortheseexpressionsof angerand aggressionthelong-term effectsof this
victimizationmay be extreme,and victimsmay respondby "hitting back" at
the aggressoror at others. The criminal victimization of Native women,
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however, must be studied in the broader context of victimizationwhich
recognizesthe social,economicand politicalconsequencesof being both
Native and femalein a male dominated, non-Nativesociety. Therefore, it
wouldseemthata properunderstandingofthe dimensionsof Nativefemale
criminalityrequiresan examinationof victimizationat both the macro and
micro levelsof analysis.

Conclusions

This paperprovidesa possibleframeworkwithinwhich to examinethe
phenomenonof Nativefemalecriminality.lts basic premiseis thatthe over-
representation of Native women as offenders and the serious nature of of-
fences committed by Native women who are inmates in correctional
institutions,resultsin partfrom social disorganization,and stemmingfrom
that,violencedirectedtowardwomen.Thus,therelationshipbetweenabuse
and subsequentcriminalityisacknowledged.Moreover,itis suggestedthat
the more severeand prolongedthe abuse, the more serious the future
criminalbehaviour.

Social disorganizationand violence directed against oneself, one's
family members, and powerless others, are the result of internalized aggres-
sion followingthe demise of traditionalroles and functions. Role loss and
role conflict, primarilyfor Indian males, has beenthe outcomeof coloniza-
tion and assimilation practices which have eroded the traditional economies
and the traditionalway of life.

This framework suggests one way of understanding Native female
criminality.Where its strengthslie is in providingan analysisof a particular
phenomenon from a multidisciplinary perspective. Furthermore, it provides
an explanationfor behaviourswhich reside outside the individual or the
group thereby externalizing responsibility and moving away from the "blam-
ingthevictim"syndrome.What it suggestsisthat peopleare notviolentby
nature but violent behaviourmay result in large measurefrom the social,
politicaland economicenvironmentsin whichthey live.

However,whatis also recognizedis that broad generalizationsare in-
appropriate and that great variation exists in Native communities and among
Native people. What is requiredthen is more detailed and systematicre-
searchalong some of the dimensionsidentifiedin this frameworkin order
to betterassessthe validityof such an approach.

NOTE

1. Carol LaPrairie is with the Research Division, Ministry of the Solicitor-
General of Canada. Any views expressed are those of the author and
not necessarily those of the Ministry.
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