
VERY ORIGINAL PAPER 

As we noted in Volume I, Number 1, the Very Original Paper is 
that contribution which combines an original wit with a fresh 
approach. We do not anticipate receiving such papers very often, 
but will present them when possible. For this issue we are fortunate 
to be able to bring you Joseph Mercredi's statement on development 
projects, epitomized by hydro dams and their effects. 
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ABSTRACT/RESUME 

The author, himself a Cree from a flooded area, presents a classic satire in the 
form of a pseudo-report by a research leader to the Board of Directors of a 
hydroelectric enterprise. He proposes a start.ling new idea to answer a long list 
of native complaints! 

L'auteur, lui-même Cris et originaire d'une région inondée, présente sous forme 
de satire ce rapport fictif soumis au conseil administratif d'une grande entreprise 
hydro-électrique par un certain chef de recherches. II y propose une solution 
nouvelle et étonnante à de nombreux problèmes constamment soulevés par la 
population indigene. 

(Once in a very great while a paper appears which is both an original contribu- 
tion in its field and a refreshingly novel and witty approach to scholarship. 
It is this sort of rare paper, the tory original paper, which will be printed here 
from time to time. CJNS cannot promise such a communication for each issue, 
although the Editors are ready and writing to review any and all submissions. 
Hopefully some contributor it preparing now for Volume II.) 
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Gentlemen, it 's the perfect solution! 
JOSEPH MERCREDI 

Consider, ever since the beginning of the flooding projects 
developed by the various provincial power corporations, there have 
been complaints from the various indigenous aliens affected by the 
development and long-term construction of the dams, control 
structures and delivery systems. They insisted that the power 
companies were destroying "tradit ional" lifestyles. How can they 
look upon welfare as a traditional lifestyle? Why can't they see that 
these power development projects are responsible for all the jobs 
that have been made available to native people? It's not our fault 
that they can't adapt to the work force. They insisted that they were 
talking about the old ways of hunting, fishing and trapping. They 
insisted that this system was sufficient to meet all their needs in 
living adequately. Christ, with all the pollution coming up from the 
States, how can they think that the fish they catch is being sold 
here in Canada? We have a hard enough time getting rid of the stuff 
in the poor countries. It 's not our fault some of the more remote 
Indians are getting sick from eating their own catches! And the 
hunting? Why don't they leave the wildlife to the hunters? At least 
they pay a reasonable  sum to go hunting  deer and moose. A lot of 
the farmers and ranchers in the remote areas wouldn't  make it if 
they couldn't  collect for farm animals that are accidentally shot 
in season. Besides, all those animals look the same to me! 

But to return, in the beginning, it was relatively simple to 
maintain some degree of silence and propriety about our activities, 
by promising to correct any problems caused by our projects, by 
providing adequate restitution for the re-utilization of traditional 
hunting and fishing areas, and by exposing the sensationalism within 
the environmental damage reports presented by well-meaning but 
misguided humanitarians. I feel, personally, that the great strides 
we have made in providing economical power to the industrial zones 
more than adequately compensate for the "discomforts" 
experienced - supposedly - by the indigenous aliens. 

Now, however, with the trend to higher compensations and 
greater pressures for more "humane" treatment for the natives, we 
are left with no choice but to embark on a new form, a new policy, 
as it were, of settlement. We simply cannot allow another fiasco like 
the resettlement of Chemahawin to Easterville; nor can we permit 
something like the exorbitant James Bay settlement. Most certainly, 
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we would not survive a militant northern rebellion. 

The solution is deceptively simple: we merely allow them to 
retain their lank, with a minor adjustment - that land will be under - 
water, and so will the peoples of the area. 

Don't laugh! The idea has merit, and the scientific capability to 
promote the native adjustment is available. 

Let's first consider the scientific data. There are numerous 
species of mammals inhabiting the oceans of our world. Scientific 
research indicates that these species returned to the waters after 
learning they were incapable of competing on dry land. Many of 
them are now more useful to us as water creatures. One that comes 
immediately to mind is the dolphin. If a dolphin is such a boon 
to scientists, can you imagine how the scientific community would 
react to the news that there will soon become available a newer more 
efficient assistant capable, with training, of replacing the SCUBA- 

geared researcher. 

But again, I digress. 

More data to consider, all readily available: all people begin 
their lives within an aqueous environment, the womb. The embryo, 
and later the fetus, obtains much of its' massive oxygen requirement 
directly from the liquid surrounding it, probably through osmosis, 
through the skin of the neck, from lung filtration, and also through 
the use of fish-like gills until sometime in the later stages of 
pregnancy. It is not until shortly after birth that all liquid is finally 
expelled from the lungs. 

I have before me a report prepared by a team of doctors and 
naval researchers operating under the auspices of the United States 
Navy, outlining a program of genetic manipulation and surgical 
corrections, whereby any number of subjects can he transformed 
into true amphibians. 

The original premise was that a team of amphibians could be 
prepared to operate independently of the nuclear submarines in 
enemy waters, neutralizing aggressive naval capabilities and 
presenting the Western Society with absolute control of the aquatic 
environment. 

To this end, a number of surgical procedures were developed to 
free man of the need to depend on mechanical devices for aquatic 
autonomy. 
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The original experiments were not  totally successful. 

It was discovered that the tonsils could be surgically relocated on 
the outside of the neck and transformed into gill-like appendages 
capable of extracting oxygen from the water. The oxygen so 
obtained could be routed into the lungs after the throat had been 
prepared through a process similar to a tracheotomy. 

The problem encountered was that  after the volunteers became 
used to breathing through their recently-acquired gills, they became 
excited, tried to talk to each other underwater, and drowned. 

A second series of experiments, demonstrated last year on 
national television, involved the development of a plastic film much 
like Plexi-glas which was very flexible and possessed the ability to 
separate free air from the water without the aid of a mechanical 
device. This substance was also capable of recycling the carbon 
dioxide from the airspace, thereby increasing the final efficiency of 
the unit developed from it. Unfortunately, the unit had to be 
removed whenever the underwater operator required sustenance, 
which meant that the system was impractical for surgical implanta- 
tion. 

What has been suggested by our research unit is a combination 
of these two programs. 

The volunteers will be surgically corrected to possess gills, the 
developed film will be formed into an external air sac form-fitted 
to the back, the underarms, and the chest up to the base of the 
throat, where both units are joined and grafted to the trachea, and 
finally are routed directly to the lungs. This system ensures that 
only oxygen and free air enter the passages to the lungs, and our 
subjects are totally incapable of drowning. It is a shame that they 
will become unable to live above water for more than a few minutes 
at a time, but we simply cannot allow them to retain open spaces 
which would allow them to breath freely in the upper atmosphere. 
These leaks could result in the drownings we are attempting to 
avoid. 

The mouth, meanwhile, will be connected directly to the 
stomach, through a secondary channel behind the trachea, and a 
system similar to the strainer in a baleen whale's mouth will be 
developed and introduced into the subject's mouth so that he will 
be able to obtain food directly from the water. It is in this area that 
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we expect to find several problems, since we do not know exactly 
how the human organism will react to a diet of plankton and small 
sealife. 

Being in an aqueous environment, the repatriated aquarian no 
longer needs much of his excretory tract, specifically the bladder, 
so the redundant organs will be corrected to enable our new citizen 
to control his bouyancy in his new world. 

This program, with continuous improvements, can be used on 
the first and second generations of aquarians while we continue to 
experiment with genetic reconstructions designed to breed true in 
future generations. We have reason to believe that success is 
imminent, and there will be a new aquatic animal to join our 
mammalian family in the oceans. 

The advantages to both ourselves and the indigenous aliens are 
enormous and plentiful...for instance, there is always employment 
for our aquarians as underwater workers at existing Hydro sites, 
maintaining a close scrutiny on the anticipated decomposition of 
the structures, repairing potentially dangerous factors in design and 
construction, transferring the fertile deposits from inside the forebay 
areas to nearby farms, and removing, at our leisure, underwater 
objects which threaten to damage our electrical equipment. There 
will be no need to postpone the larger projects while waiting for the 
clearing of forests to be completed, since the aquarians will be able 
to do the job underwater while learning about their new environ- 
ment . .As was mentioned previously, death from starvation and 
drowning will become things of the past, since the mere act of 
breathing will ensure an adequate intake of food to satisfy even the 
most voracious of them. Clothing and habitation will no longer 
be problems, because the environment itself will be both clothing 
and protection, developing eventually for the aquarians a skin 
similar to that sported by the dolphin, or quite possibly the seal. 
Personal privacy is ensured simply by finding any underwater excava- 
tion and moving in. This facet of the development should bring 
great joy to the Social Services of our province, as their caseload 
will be drastically depleted. 

There are other far-reaching implications in this solution, all 
beneficial, and all totally in accord with the demands of the 
indigenous peoples of this province. Retaining the power of speech, 
after a fashion, and most definitely retaining the ability to 
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communicate, these people can be hired out to aquatic research 
groups all over the world. They will replace totally the dolphin- 
SCUBA teams, since they will not need to take on air from the 
research vessel, they will be fully capable of understanding the 
import of all experiments, they will not misunderstand directions, 
and they will not be hampered by protective gear. The Navy will 
have the Strike Force they desire, for a price, and the Nation will 
have the security of a navy possessing a weapon totally beyond the 
reach of any other nation in the world. Further to the welfare of 
the world, there will be superbly trained underwater farmers working 
in an environment not subject to the woes of the surface, no high 
winds, no drought, no destructive insects, and no expensive 
machinery. The fishermen of the world will have the best in fish- 
finding machinery, embodied by the aquarians, and the sporadic 
successes endured by all fishermen will no longer occur as there 
will be spotters with all fish schools in the oceans. Fishermen will 
only have to say, Cod, and they will be led directly to the best 
areas. 

Fantastic? I think not. Definitely not, knowing the FOURTH 
WORLD. 


